
 

Different responses to the Gospel! 
The Gospel of Mark 4:14-20 and the interpretation of the parable of the sower 

 
Introduction 

 
 A = The importance of     

 

 B = The SEED sown is the     

 

 C = The SOILS represent the     of those who hear 
Matthew 13:19 “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his heart.  

 

#1 The         person v15  
 
Matthew 13:19 “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it,” 
Luke 8:12 “Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that 
they will not believe and be saved.” 
 

 

1 Corinthians 4:4 blinds the minds of the unbelieving, that they may not see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ”  

 

#2 The       person v16-17   

 
 

1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but 
they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us  
 
John 10:28  I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand 

Mark 4:14 “The sower sows the word. 
15 “These are the ones who are beside 
the road where the word is sown; and 
when they hear, immediately Satan 
comes and takes away the word which 
has been sown in them. 16 “In a similar 
way these are the ones on whom seed 
was sown on the rocky places, who, when 
they hear the word, immediately receive 
it with joy; 17 and they have no firm 
root in themselves, but are only 
temporary; then, when affliction or 
persecution arises because of the word, 
immediately they fall away. 18 “And 
others are the ones on whom seed was 
sown among the thorns; these are the 
ones who have heard the word, 19 but 
the worries of the world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the desires 
for other things enter in and choke the 
word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 “And 
those are the ones on whom seed was 
sown on the good soil; and they hear the 
word and accept it and bear fruit, 
thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.” 

 



 

#3 The       person v18-19  
 

 ONE=the worries of the world  
 

Matthew 6:31 Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32 … for your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things 33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  
James 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be 
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  
John PIPER When you become so blind that the maker of galaxies and knower of all mysteries and lover of our souls becomes boring, 
then only one thing is left -- the love of the world. For the heart is always restless. It must have its treasure: if not in heaven, then on 
the earth.  
 

 TWO=the deceitfulness of riches 
 

Matthew 6:24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth 
 

1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs. 
 

 THREE=the desires for other things  
 

1 John 2:15-16 Do not love the world nor the things in the world If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from 
the world. 
  

2 Timothy 4:10 Demas having loved this present world – has deserted me 

  

#4 The       person v20   
Luke 8:15 And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the Word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, 
and bear fruit with perseverance. 
 

 ONE=they hear the word    
  

 TWO=accept it   
 

 THREE=bear fruit  
Psalm 1:3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he 
does, he prospers. 
Matthew 7:17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 “A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
produce good fruit. 19 “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 “So then, you will know them by their fruits.   
Colossians 1:6 constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you … since the day you … understood the grace of God in truth; 

 
#1 One the main     you are here is to    seed  
1 Corinthians 3:5-9  “What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity 
to each one. I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but God who causes the growth.   
  

#2 Don’t be     ; you don’t know people’s     
  

#3 Be      and evaluate your own heart     
2 Corinthians 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, 
that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test? 

  

2 Peter 1:10 brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these 
things you will never stumble;   
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Different responses to the Gospel! 
The LENS we’re to use to look at ourselves and others concerning the gospel =  
The Gospel of Mark 4:14-20 and the interpretation of the parable of the sower 

 
Introduction 

 
 A = The importance of HEARING 

 

 B = The SEED sown is the WORD OF GOD 

 

 C = The SOILS represent the HEARTS of those who hear 
Matthew 13:19 “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 
away what has been sown in his heart.  

 

#1 The UNRESPONSIVE person v15  
 
Matthew 13:19 “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it,” 
Luke 8:12 “Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that 
they will not believe and be saved.” 
 

 

1 Corinthians 4:4 blinds the minds of the unbelieving, that they may not see the light of the Gospel of the glory of Christ”  

 

#2 The IMPULSIVE person v16-17   

 
 

1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but 
they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us  
 
John 10:28  I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand 

Mark 4:14 “The sower sows the word. 
15 “These are the ones who are beside 
the road where the word is sown; and 
when they hear, immediately Satan 
comes and takes away the word which 
has been sown in them. 16 “In a similar 
way these are the ones on whom seed 
was sown on the rocky places, who, when 
they hear the word, immediately receive 
it with joy; 17 and they have no firm 
root in themselves, but are only 
temporary; then, when affliction or 
persecution arises because of the word, 
immediately they fall away. 18 “And 
others are the ones on whom seed was 
sown among the thorns; these are the 
ones who have heard the word, 19 but 
the worries of the world, and the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the desires 
for other things enter in and choke the 
word, and it becomes unfruitful. 20 “And 
those are the ones on whom seed was 
sown on the good soil; and they hear the 
word and accept it and bear fruit, 
thirty, sixty, and a hundredfold.” 

 



 

#3 The PRE-OCCUPIED person v18-19  
 

 ONE=the worries of the world  
 

Matthew 6:31 Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’ 32 … for your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things 33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you. 34 “So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  
James 4:4 You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God? Therefore whoever wishes to be 
a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  
John PIPER When you become so blind that the maker of galaxies and knower of all mysteries and lover of our souls becomes boring, 
then only one thing is left -- the love of the world. For the heart is always restless. It must have its treasure: if not in heaven, then on 
the earth.  
 

 TWO=the deceitfulness of riches 
 

Matthew 6:24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth 
 

1 Timothy 6:10 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and 
pierced themselves with many griefs. 
 

 THREE=the desires for other things 
 

1 John 2:15-16 Do not love the world nor the things in the world If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from 
the world. 
  

2 Timothy 4:10 Demas having loved this present world – has deserted me 

  

#4 The RECEPTIVE person v20   
Luke 8:15 And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the Word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, 
and bear fruit with perseverance. 
 

 ONE=they hear the word    
  

 TWO=accept it   
 

 THREE=bear fruit  
Psalm 1:3 He will be like a tree firmly planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he 
does, he prospers. 
Matthew 7:17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 “A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree 
produce good fruit. 19 “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 “So then, you will know them by their fruits.   
Colossians 1:6 constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has been doing in you … since the day you … understood the grace of God in truth; 

 
#1 One the main PURPOSES you are here is to SOW seed  
1 Corinthians 3:5-9  “What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity 
to each one. I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but God who causes the growth.   
  

#2 Don’t be DISCOURAGED; you don’t know people’s HEARTS 
  

#3 Be HONEST and evaluate your own heart FIRST 
2 Corinthians 13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, 
that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test? 

  

2 Peter 1:10 brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these 
things you will never stumble;   
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